
 

 

26 March 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer 

I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.  Thank you again for your continued support.  There 
are several key messages this week, which are detailed below: 

Virtual Parents Evening Update 

Yesterday, we hosted our first ever virtual parents evening.  It was great to see so many of you embracing 
our new approach and we would like to thank you for taking the time to meet with your child’s Personal 
Tutor.  As with most new systems, some parents did experience a few teething problems and we will try 
to iron out these issues for future events.  If you would like further contact with your child’s Personal Tutor, 
we encourage you to get in touch via email to the relevant member of staff. Please also be aware that new 
bookings for Tuesday 30 March are still being taken for those of you that have not yet had the opportunity 
to make an appointment.   
 
Further instructions on how to join your Parents Evening video call are available using the link below.  This 
contains minimum system requirements, how to join your appointment and how to invite a second parent 
to join the call. 
 
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-
video-call 
 
Uniform 

High standards of uniform are one of the hallmarks of the Academy.  It is vitally important that students 
adhere to the uniform guidelines, and ensure that they wear the full Academy uniform and PE kit as 
appropriate. Please also be aware that students as a rule will not be allowed to wear coats in lessons. 
We would advise that students wear extra layers if necessary.  All guidelines in relation to Sandwell 
Academy uniform can be found on the useful documents page of the website: 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/useful-documents. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Amendment to Academy Calendar 

Please note that there has been a change to the published dates on the Academy calendar.  The training 
day initially scheduled for Friday 25 June has been brought forward to Friday 21 May, on which day the 
Academy will be closed for all students. 

Session 3 

Session 3 next week will be held on Monday and Wednesday.  Details in relation to the Session 3 
programme can be found at http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/session3 
A reminder that places must be booked at least 24 hours in advance via MCAS.  The MCAS guide is 
available at https://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/mcas.aspx 

Free School Meals 

Sandwell Local Authority has confirmed that Free School Meals provision will continue throughout the 
Easter holidays.  Food vouchers will be available for eligible families via the existing partnership with 
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Wonde.com.  These vouchers will be sent via text or email to mobile phones. The link will be sent from 
schoolvouchers.com. For any queries in relation to Free School Meals, please contact Miss Baker at 
WBaker@sandwellacademy.com 
 
 
Face Masks on Public Transport 

Public transport providers have contacted schools across the region to remind students about the protocols 
in place at present, including the importance of wearing face masks when using their services.  Please 
can you remind your child of these key expectations. 

Track and Trace / Reporting of Covid-19 cases during the Easter Holiday 
 

The Government and Local Authority have updated their guidance to schools in relation to the track and 
trace protocols during half-term. As a result of this, please note the following key points: 

The Academy will be continuing to assist with track and trace procedures until 5pm on Saturday 3 April.  If 
your child develops symptoms and receives a positive Covid-19 test up until this point, please inform us 
via email at the following address: Covid19@sandwellacademy.com 
Please be advised that this email address will not be monitored after 5pm on April 3. Should your child 
develop symptoms after this time, in line with Local Authority guidance, please book a test and engage 
directly with the NHS Track and Trace Service.  

In addition, please be aware that we will be issuing additional home testing kits to students for whom we 
have parental consent to use over the Easter break. The home testing guide and related documents can 
be found on the Academy website at the following link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-
testing 

For queries in relation to home testing, contact Mrs Chapman at JChapman@Sandwellacademy.com 
 
Thank you again for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
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